
In July 2021, Rowland Ward became a non-profit founda-
tion under US law, a 501(c)(3) organization. Becoming 
a non-profit is a rather lengthy process; Rowland Ward 

started its application in early 2020, and it took over a year 
to complete. Now called the Rowland Ward Foundation, its 
mission is to help preserve and increase wildlife and its habi-
tat worldwide by supporting sustainable, fair-chase hunting, 
which, in turn, directly benefits the local indigenous people of 
the areas involved. To further this goal, Rowland Ward main-
tains a database of measurements of big-game animals that 
have been hunted on a fair-chase basis and under the highest 
sporting standards.

So, what is a non-profit 501(c)(3), exactly? It is a cor-
poration under the law that has specific aims for charitable 
purposes. A non-profit in some ways is the same as a regular 
for-profit organization: it has employees, offices, a board of 
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directors, etc. The difference lies 
in several factors. Many people 
who work for the foundation do 
so without compensation be-
cause they believe in the aims of 
the organization. The Rowland 
Ward board of directors cur-
rently consists of five individu-
als, all of them volunteers. Over 
time, the foundation will add 
another two to four more board 
members. Besides the board, 
the foundation has an advisory 
board of twelve individuals who 
also volunteer their services free 
of charge. Obviously, this is a 
labor of love and all the board 
members contribute financially 
to the foundation as well as do-
nating their time and expertise. 
We cannot mention volunteers 
without tipping our hat to the 
nearly 500 measurers worldwide 
who offer their services to mea-
sure animals for hunters.

Another way a non-profit is 
different from a regular corpora-
tion is that it allows the employ-
ees and the board to make deci-
sions with minimal commercial 
considerations. This means, for 

instance, that the foundation will not lower minimum mea-
surements in the record book to attract more entries (and 
thus more money). While no organization is ever completely 
free from financial pressures, not having commercial goals 
does help Rowland Ward concentrate on advocating for 
wildlife, local people, and fair-chase hunting.

A third difference between a non-profit and a commer-
cial company is that the non-profit can receive donations 
that are tax deductible under the law with the additional 
benefit to the donors that they are supporting a cause that 
is dear to their hearts.

On a day-to-day basis, nothing will change at Rowland 
Ward; we continue to be an advocate for fair-chase hunt-
ing that benefits wildlife and local people. We continue to 
meticulously process record book entries. This 130-plus-
year-old organization is moving from strength to strength.

Now officially a foundation, Rowland Ward’s mission remains the same: to support sustainable fair-chase 
hunting by maintaining a database of measurements of big-game animals that have been hunted under the 
highest sporting standards.
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T he past year has brought a great 
many updates to the online 
documentation of Rowland 

Ward to help measurers and hunters 
measure animals accurately, precisely, 
and consistently. Here is a roundup of 
a few noteworthy changes:

Acquired trophies: Records of 
Big Game has always listed the cur-
rent owner of the trophy, although the 
vast majority of the book’s records list 
the hunter who obtained the animal. 
However, because Rowland Ward will 
record a trophy that was inherited, gift-
ed, or purchased, as long as it meets the 

conditions for entry rules, the editors 
decided to add “Acquired” as a method 
of take, in addition to the currently 
recognized methods of take, which are 
long gun, handgun, bow, and picked 
up.

Supplemental information: In 
the early days of Records of Big Game, 
body measurements were recorded 
for many species such as tigers and 
lions, as well as shoulder heights of 
elephants. Most of this was dropped 
after World War II. Currently, only 
crocodilians are entered by body 
length, a measurement that has to be 

taken in the field. In 2021, the editors 
decided to accept body measurements 
as supplemental data for Method 18 
(skulls of cats, bears, and canines), 
but these are only accepted if the skull 
makes the minimum measurement. 
Body lengths will now be accepted 
for large cats, civets, and canines. 
Squared measurements, the average 
of length and width of a skin, are ac-
cepted for all bears. For all animals 
in Method 18, a supplemental weight 
for the animal is also accepted. 

All these are “in-the-field mea-
surements,” and by definition a mea-
surer will almost never be present. 
The supplemental information has 
to be certified by the hunter and the 
guide, and will need to be supported 
by photographs taken while measur-
ing. Skulls can only be measured by 
an official measurer, and predators 
will continue to be ranked in the re-
cord book by the total of the length 
and width of the skull.  

Scimitar-horned oryx: These 
animals are members of the antelope 
clan that also includes the gemsbok of 
southern Africa and fringe-eared oryx 
of East Africa. The scimitar-horned 
oryx lived in the Sahara proper at one 
time, from Egypt and Sudan to Mau-
ritania. They drink water very rarely, 
instead getting their moisture from 
plants and some dew. The animals are 
large, with a huge set of curved horns, 
as much as 50 inches long. Wild popu-
lations in North Africa have been ex-
tirpated, although several projects have 
been ongoing to get them re-established 
in the wild.  They are found on certain 
properties in South Africa where they 
have been transplanted.  After careful 
consideration and an evaluation of the 
available fair-chase hunting opportu-
nities, Rowland Ward has decided to 

Squared measurements, the average of the length and width of a skin, are now accepted as sup-
plemental information for all bears with skulls that qualify for the record book. Skins must be 
measured while flat on the ground and not stretched.
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Changes have been made to some of the entry requirements for Records of 
Big Game. Here’s what to know. 
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The “One with Nature” Exhibition in Budapest

Rowland Ward and CIC (International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation), are sister organizations that exchange 
measurement data and recognize each other’s trophy evaluation methods. Rowland Ward had a booth at the 2021 One with Nature 
exhibition hosted by the CIC in Budapest, Hungary, in September 2021. A grand 
affair that stretched over a dozen buildings at the Budapest fairgrounds, it was 
attended by tens of thousands of people from all over the world. 

Visitors were greeted by a 50-foot-high stag head made out of shed antlers. 
The exhibit halls featured game mounts from all over the world as well as small 
mammals and birds, taxidermy competitions, fisheries, live falcons, seminars 
on hunting and conservation, land husbandry and, of course, many hunting tro-
phies. The event had a decided European flavor, with many traditional costumes 
and local hunters and game keepers in loden-green hats visiting for the day with 
their favored hunting dog on a leash. There were plenty of food stalls and many, if 
not all, offered game meat dishes: roe deer burgers, wild schwein bratwurst, and 
red deer goulash. 

The exhibition was an impressive event and a great display of European 
hunting traditions as well as showcasing the excellent conservation and game 
management found in all European countries that is so carefully propagated 
by the CIC.

accept animals from South Africa that 
meet our fair-chase guidelines.   

Drying period for trophies:  
Traditionally Rowland Ward had a 
drying period for all trophies of sixty 

days after they are shot and cleaned, 
with heads to be kept in natural con-
ditions and climate before they can 
be measured. In the 1980s, this was 
changed to thirty days for most an-

telopes, but after considerable study, 
Rowland Ward has decided to rein-
state the requirement of sixty days 
of drying before a measurement can 
take place.

The Rowland Ward record book will now accept scimitar-horned oryx entries from South Africa, if they meet all fair-chase guidelines.

A giant red stag head made entirely out of shed 
antlers greeted attendees of the One with Nature 
Exhibition in Budapest, Hungary.
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W e all know that getting an outstand-
ing animal by fair chase involves 
luck to some degree, but then there 

is the old saying: “The harder I work the luckier 
I get.” And it is certainly true that getting up 
every day at the earliest hour possible and be-
ing out and about no matter the weather or cir-
cumstances improves your chances of getting 
that exceptional old animal that has long since 
passed along its genes to the next generation.

Here are some photos of hunters who worked 
hard and beat the odds; these are images that will 
get us all dreaming and thinking of new horizons 
as well as past hunts. All were officially accepted 
into Rowland Ward’s Records of Big Game, the 
world’s oldest guardian of fair-chase hunting.

Do you have information or a photo of an ex-
ceptional trophy that is listed in or belongs in Row-
land Ward?  If so, please send information/photos to 
czrelak@rowlandward.org

Jan Dams traveled from Europe to Mongolia to obtain this tremendous Gobi ar-
gali. The argali are the largest wild sheep in the world and exclusively inhabit the 
highlands of Asia. This ram was nine years old, which is old for an argali, and 
its longest horn measured 544/8 with bases slightly over 16 inches; total score of all 
quarters and the length of both horns is 2191/8.

 J.B. Haarhoff of Pretoria, South Africa, shot this very nice warthog near Thabazimbi, South Africa. Warthogs are very common in Africa, but get-
ting a specimen that has a tusk of 13 inches (the minimum for entry) is very difficult indeed; this trophy would make any hunter a tad envious. It 
sports tusks of 151/8 and 154/8 respectively. 
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Newly Accepted Trophies
A look at a few of the amazing animals that now grace  
the pages of Records of Big Game. 
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Hesham Khan obtained this tremendous blackbuck, or Indian ante-
lope, near Bahawalpur, east of the Indus River, Pakistan. A dedicated 
hunter, Hesham has hunted extensively in various parts of the globe. 
The horns of this specimen, measured around the spiral, are 352/8 and 
347/8. He shot it with a Winchester Model 70.  Traditionally, many of 
the greatest trophy blackbucks have come from the Punjab province in 
Pakistan and Rajasthan in India. 

Dieter Prinsloo shot this very large bushpig near Waterport in the 
Limpopo Province of South Africa. The right side sports a tusk of 
615/16 inches, but the left side has a tusk of 1014/16.  Because the tusks 
on the left side are misaligned, it falls into the non-typical category 
for the species, where it will earn a spot near the very top.  

Roan antelope are a contestant for being Africa’s second-largest an-
telope (after the elands); they are found discontinuously south of the 
Sahara, into east Africa and are scattered in Southern Africa as far 
north as Angola. This phenomenal specimen taken by Brad Black is a 
candidate for the top spot in the East African category. 

Brown hyenas are found in much of the southern half of Africa, but 
they are only available for hunting in a few places. Shy and reticent, 
they are far less often seen than the more common spotted hyenas, 
which are also much more vocal. This nice specimen with a total skull 
measurement of 178/16 was obtained by Dieter Prinsloo. 

It is generally believed that the largest crocodiles in the world are the 
saltwater crocodiles of northern Australia, Borneo, Indonesia, and 
coastal southeast Asia, with some ranging as far west as India. Oppor-
tunities to hunt them are not many, and the hunting can be very chal-
lenging in thick mangrove swamps and nearly impassable mudbanks, 
which makes their haunts very difficult to reach. This 14-foot, 8-inch 
specimen was obtained by a German hunter in Borneo.
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